Henry Kamphoefner:

Renowned former design dean recalls
Fuller’s difficult journey to success

built this house before you were born.

I came here in '48, the year I met
Fuller. Bought the lot three weeks after I
arrived in Raleigh and started designing the
house. Got it under construction August of
'49, moved in February of 1950. First house
out here. Must be 600,000 of them out here
now in this part of Raleigh. Way out in the
country when we moved in, now almost the
middle of town.

A museum curator once said I'm the only
person he’s ever known who everything I
ever bought is worth more now than when I
bought it. Got a Mercedes out there 16 years
old, just had it cleaned up. Bought at the
factory for $5,200, I could sell it for $7,200
right now.

This talent I guess may to attributed to
having something of judgment about in-
trinsic values of things. And about people, I
was always good at that. I had one of the
greatest faculties of any school of design in
the world in the '50s and '60s. They did
things. They were widely known.

I was a dean for 25 years and taught for
seven. Just when I was getting really good
they let me go.

When I retired — when the university
retired me — the Association of Accredited
Schools of Architecture gave me an award
for having furnished more faculty members
to other schools of architecture than any
other dean in the United States.

Thirty-nine people had been stolen from
me. Two people, I brought here, who'd left
Argentina under Peron and gone to teach in
London, got here as associate professors.
MIT stole them from me as full professors.

But everytime somebody left us it was
always a challenge to find somebody just as
good. I looked throughout the world. Once I
had to fill an instructorship and had 11
candidates. I gave it to a young Hindu from
New Deli — thought he was the best one.

Why one person is superior to another,
that’s difficult to say. You evaluate the
criteria, you judge the background they’ve
had and the work they've done while they
were in school and out. You have to make a
proper judgment about how good they are.

But the great people like Fuller, that was
slightly different. That would take a shorter
period of time.

I heard of Buckminster Fuller for a long
time before I met him. I ran into him at Black
Mountain College in the summer of 1948.
Black Mountain Colllege was a marvelous
experiment that ran out of money. Nobody
was going to put in very much money in that
kind of a school at that time, so it just ran
out. Walter Gropius,
architecture at Harvard College, had done
wonderful things there.

It was an experiment in education. The
students were carefully picked to make sure
they were highly self-motivated. They literal-
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ly developed an educational program of their
own. Although there were a lot of people on
the faculty they were coming and going,
never enough money to pay them even a
very small salary.

Bucky was probably getting almost
nothing at all. In fact, Bucky Fuller was
pretty poor during most of his career. He lost
one daughter who probably would be alive
today if they hadn’t been so poor. She was
denied the medical attention she needed.
Another daughter, Allegra, the only sur-
vivor, married a television man in Chapel
Hill named Snider. She was probably left a
considerable amount of money.

Fuller’s an architect, he’s an engineer, he’s
a mathematician. But the architects for years
said he wasn’t an architect, the engineers
said he wasn’t an engineer, the mathemati-
cians said he wasn’t a mathematician. I don’t
think anybody ever denied he was an
inventor. It’s fairly clear that everybody
admitted he was an But the
architects didn’t want to claim him for a long
time.

Granted, about 15 years ago the American
Institute of Architects finally got around to

inventor.

giving him the gold medal. The AIA can give
one gold medal a year to the architect the
American Institute thinks
outstanding architect in the world at that
time.

So here

is the most

is a man about whom the
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